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South Australia’s Goyder Institute for Water Research delivers high quality,
independent and rigorous science to underpin evidence-based decision
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It is further intended that this Centre of Scientific
Excellence will continue to strengthen the State’s
position as an international leader in water
resource management and instil confidence in the
community that the best scientific minds are being
targeted at resolving key water management
issues.

Guided by the principles of policy utility, capacity
development and the advancement of science,
the Institute’s core function is to provide research
and independent, expert advice for science-based
water policy to the State Government.

The Goyder Institute is a partnership model that brings together the State’s leading water
research capabilities through collaboration with the South Australian Government, led by
Department for Environment, Water and Natural Resources, CSIRO, Flinders University, the
University of Adelaide, the University of South Australia and the International Centre of
Excellence in Water Resource Management.
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Conclusion
Building
on Success
In its first five years the Goyder
Institute has been instrumental
in providing independent, expert
scientific advice across a diverse
portfolio of water resource
management challenges, and has
informed policies that will be critical
for South Australia’s water future.
In that time, the Institute has been key in
developing long-term planning in response to
climate change and providing water security
strategies to nurture new industries and job
creation across the state. It has also has engaged
120 FTEs of researcher time, supported 25
PhD students and three international visiting
Professors. By fostering career opportunities for
research partners and promoting cross-disciplinary
research, it has been pivotal in ensuring the next
generation of scientists and water managers are
prepared for future challenges.
The Strategic Research Plan 2015-2019 builds
upon these important contributions, and outlines
an exciting and dynamic roadmap for future
research. The unique collaborative model of the
Institute will continue to utilise expertise from
government, universities and the private sector
to build a knowledge platform that supports the
needs of end users.
As such, the research outcomes of The Goyder
Institute will continue to underpin South
Australia’s water management policy, providing
innovative techniques and solutions to futureproof the state’s water requirements, ensuring
economic prosperity, and tackling the challenges
of a changing climate.
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Key Achievements 2010-2015

Since 2010 the Goyder Institute has delivered expert, independent scientific advice that has informed policy development and
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decision making in relation to the management of South Australia’s water supply.
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•

•

•
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partnership with The University of Adelaide,
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to Centre
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Undertaken independent socio-economic analysis and
Flinders University, the University of South
review for the Regional Impact Assessments of the
Australia, and the CSIRO.
Marine Park Sanctuary Zones.
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of an
Integrated Water Plan
for Greater Adelaide and has enabled the government
to facilitate community engagement in policy
development.
Developed new airborne geophysical data
interpretation techniques to find potential
groundwater resources for mining developments,
supporting the Plan for Accelerating Exploration
(PACE) and more reliable Aboriginal community
water supplies. The value of these new geophysical
interpretation techniques to the mining industry

Goyder Institute for Water Research
e enquiries@goyderinstitute.org
p + 61 8 8236 5200
www.goyderinstitute.org

position as an international leader in water resource
Developed a process and framework for integration
management
and instil confidence in the community
of surface water, groundwater and hydro-ecological
that the best scientific minds are being targeted at
relationships to enable a cohesive approach to water
resolving key water management issues.
allocation planning and implementation.

•

Developed an approach to assess the ecological health
of the Lake Eyre Basin to inform periodic ‘State of the
Basin’ reviews of the condition of the Lake Eyre Basin
rivers and catchments.

•

Engaged 153 researchers to work on South Australia’s
water challenges and opportunities

•

Supported 25 PhD students and three international
Visiting Professors.

•

Partnered with 57 state, national and international
organizations to undertake demand driven, applied
water research.

